Comparative study of sturgeon oocyte soluble proteins by isoelectric focusing.
1. Soluble caviar (oocyte) proteins of four sturgeon species from the Caspian sea, Acipenser stellatus (Sevrouga), Acipenser guldenstadti (Ossietre), Acipenser nudiventris (Chipe) and Huso huso (Belouga) were studied by isoelectric focusing. 2. Isoelectric focusing patterns of these proteins differ from one species to another and allow the identification of the specific origin of caviar. 3. Moreover, this technique allowed the discrimination of a subspecies, Acipenser guldenstadti persicus from the species. 4. This biochemical characterization of caviar proteins allowing identification of sturgeon species producing caviar could be added to data used in fraud tests.